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Sylvia's heart is in theHighlands
Her home may be in Croydon, but DIY guru
Sylvia Marshal] makesa 1,250-mile round trip
every week to visither croft-stylehouses at Sand,
Wester Ross, writesSusan Welsh

S
YLVlA Marshell
descr ibes herself 3.1"an
ordinarr middle-a~ed
woman , but there s

no thi ng o rd inary abv ut her,
To begin with. she happilr
makes a weekly round trip o f
more th an 1,250 miles from
her home in Cro ydon to the
place she holds dearest to her
heart,~d, in Wester Ros:s.
where she has had four
stun n ing tra d itional croft-style
hOlUQ built.
" Trn o rtginaJly from Belfast,
but have lived in Croyd o n,
Wft ter R.ocs, then Croydo n

DIY......
SyMa

"""""

again, " said S)1via, ....ho
founded a g.lobal t ruining
consultancy before turn ing an
interest in DIYinto a
SUCU$5ful bus iness,
"My mum's family hail from
West.... ltos.J and, ~ a chil d, I
regularly holidayed there, I
adore th e area and prom;~

myself that mum and I would
live there o ne day."
It wasd uri ng one o f her
regular trips north that she
bumped inlO a chap who
no ticed her adm iring the
ri~
- I said I ado red th e area. so

much I to move: up
heR, Idea lly build ing my own
house," said Sylvia.
"He said, ' Funny you ))It,luld
~y tha t as I'm A1astair Macrae,
a crofte r and builder, and I've
~otland for sale',
I went to view th e plOt at

Tighnlfilinc, near Aultbea, and
fell in love with it, I bu ilt a
ho use there for myulf ::Ibo ul
sevenyeals ago .
- My ho me was lovely a nd I
thoro ugh ly enjoyed ft, so when
the bu ilder said he had mo re
Iaod for $:lIe, it 5(C'mcd o n ly
natural to offer the same
standard of ho me to others.
- Mr Mauae sold me a plo t at
Sand which had two derelict
cro ft hou$<'$ wh idt 1 bou gh t
with a view 10 restori ng. wilb
his firm d oing the bu ilding
work.
"On investiption, I learned
th ere had originally been four
ho uses there, so dec ided to
build four new hou5<!:5, winS
trad itional methods, exactl y
where th e origin als o nce stood,
"n wasn' t easy as I insisted the
builders look the srones down ,
num ber Ih(!ll , then reuse
them .
"I th ink, at t imes, they could
cheerfully ha~ kiUed me,M
joked Sylvia
"It's no t the SOr! of th ing ::I
regular developer wo uld do 3.1
it costs a 101, bUI il d (l<'G mnke
each hom e unique,"
The result is four lupe rb
modem ecu ages wh ich have
been commended by Scottish
Natural Heritage for the ir
likenm to the look and lay­
OU t of the o rigina l croftswh ich
once OCCUPltd th is site.
Perfectly co mbining mode rn
tK h nology with Iradi tional
style, each ho me silS in
generous ~ounds and has
been senSitively designed to
take advan tage of the spec ial
locat ion with view$ h,>Wl lds
Gruinard Bay.
Each has an entrance po rch,

wanted

living roo m, kitchen / dini ng­
roo m, haJlway and two
bedrooms, and the finishes arc
of the highat stan dard.
Sylvia said: "I wasdetermined
to Slid with th~ allthentic
design , so had th e doors and
....' indows ha ndma de by a fir m
in Inverness, the ston e wu all
hand -cut, and we used
Caithn ess slab o n the
windowsills instead of wood so
the inside looks as tho ugh it
has always been th ere,
"The re are a utheo tic sto ne
walls, d oub le:ch im neys,
p itched slate roofsand vaulted
limber ceilingl>. ·
Modern to uches ind ude Italian
sI31e a nd oak 6001'5; recessed
lightin g; an tiqu e-washe d oak
kitchen units, Belfast sink wit h
swan-n« k lip and I host o f

quality int~ted kitchen
ap pliances; Mono Squirrel
wood-burner, an d mod em
bath and showe r suites.
"The"mhouses are spectacular,
and delighted with them ,"
said SylviL
And whil~ ~he d idn 't get do wn
and dir ty d uri ng the build ing,
she ensured that things wen t
according to plan .
.., got into DIY after project­
n, anmg.ing tl, e tra nsje rmano n
of a dere lict Cr oydon bank
into my oom pany's
headq uarters.
"I gOl ripped off every which
way. Yo u co uld see me CT}ing
in the cor ne r some times bu t,
a ll in ::Ill, it Wa5 great fun m d I
learn ed a grea t deal, mainly
how to ho ld a n in telligent
convcnation with builders,

SyMa gets bu sy
on 11dlgg er

"Just for fun , I set up a websne
where people coul d log on an d
see my DIY SIl«CSSCS and
disasters,
..It becam e such a SI.lC«SS thl t,
at th e eed of 2007, I was able
ro give up my other bus iness
a nd run the ~bsite full- t ime."
Her propert y restora tio ns are
an integral pan of h.:r ~bs ite,

www.ccsyhcmescnhee.ccm
Sadly, her mum took ill "nd
Sytvia had to sell her
Tighn afiline home and return
10 Cro ydon, and asa result,
now splits her time between
there and Sand.
"I will ddin itely mum ro live
full-rime to Wester Rossat
some pcmt, livin§ in e ne of
the croft houses I ve built - my
heart is in the Highlallw.-
Th e homes s it in a beautiful
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coastal area between the
townships of Sand and Laide, a
location designated as an area
of outstanding natural beauty
thanks 10 its superb $U1lery,
white sandy beaches, divene
wildlife and open spaces.
The village of Laide hu a sho p
and post of6ee, "'ttik Aultbca ,
five milnto the sc i nb, has
fur thtt facilitiQ. Stcornhry
schooling )$ available m
Gairloch , aboul 15 miles 10 the
south.

eaeh house Is fo r sa le at
offers ove r £23 0,000. For
furt her de ta ns, contac t
SlruU and Parke r's
Inve rness office on 0 1463
119111.

"My mum'sfamily
hailfromWester
Ross and, as a

child, I regularly
holidayed there. I
adore the area and
promisedmyself
thatmum and I
would live there

oneday

"
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